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HE deſign of the following lit- 


tle narrative, is to draw 
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attention of the young reader to the 2 
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NaTurRal HISTORY of the BRE. 


A dry detail of unconnected 
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however intereſting in themſelves, not 
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being in the opinion of the Autt 
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Bel. © ADVERTISEMENT. 


[ ts well calculated to engage the at- 


„ 


tention of children, ſhe has attempted © 
to form thoſe e particulars 
I which are, upon the beſt authority, 
3 related of this little miracle of na- Is 
ture the Bee, into a regular ſucceſ- 1 
7 "8 of events bot forth-in ſach a man- 17 


ner as to znrereſt their tender minds, that ; 


| while they. eagerly purſue the thread 


4 


4 4 of the ſtory, they may iofentibly be- 


N 15 «< dure EY knowledge "of / facts, | which a N 
q * cannot fal of exalting theirs ideas of I | 
3 wt the : Sopreme Being, by teaching theth - | 
WM day : to : contemplate | that wiſdom 
I and perfection | * RS. is ville in the | 
. minute bf bid hay] WS . 
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e ' Author has only 


| hat her views may be crowned with 

g ſucceſs, and to add, | hat the has 0 
further recourſe to fiction, than as ſhe 
| thought it convenient to introduce 
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HROUGH the em of a tory, to which 


Ee know your partiality, I preſent you with the. 
true hiſtory of the Bee. I wiſh not to perſuade 


A you that a Bee any more chan another inſet is 
; $ able of. io or of moralizing, as I have 7 
rekes in my ſtory, you need not be told | 


Ms 


chat ſuch things are impoſſible ; yet Providence © , |. 
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has, to the little buſy people, eſtabliſhed Jaws by 3 


which they are governed, and mutually conltibilis 2 


to the ſupport and well being of each other; 4 


— 


true account of which, together wich their induſ. 3 


| try, their economy, their wars, their loyalty 2 3 


their Queen, and a variety of other curious' parti- 


culars that cannot fail of amuſing, you will find 3 


in the enſuing narrative, for the better underſtand- 2 


ing of which, I refer you to the ſubjoined notes, : 


which I requeſt you will not paſs over unread, 28 1 
they will further my intention, which will ever 


be to unite inſtruction With pleaſure. 
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ol youth. A few days only had elapſed” 
fince they | breathed the air of their 1 

a theirdelicate wings, had. not yet been 
| Aretched in the "ey and d yet oe : 
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THEN, inſeQs could: ſpeak, and, men 


1 OS. 


. underſtood their, Janguage,, a. Bee | 
1 was obſerved to , toward the cob. I 


| fines. of a ſpacious hive, She bein 4 
2 the vigour of life, but, alas! the had, 
for the laſt. time viſited a favourite roſe, 


= 


% 


i and for the laſt time returned laden from, 7 ; 
the thyme bank. She advanced with flow and 
9 8 ,ainful ſteps, followed by five Bees, whoſe | 
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- delicate whiteneſs beſpoke them | in the daun 
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THE LIFE or A BEE. 


mother. At length the old Bee ſtopped,” 
caſting a look of maturnal fondneſs on theſe 


her beloved offspring, in A languid voice, 


addreſſed the young Bees. 1 feel that miy 


3 end approaches—1 ſhall henceforth ſip no 


honey-dews from the violet, lavender, nor 
Fragrant thyme : : theſe paws vill no longer 
kneed the war, nor ſeize the "boa. ri fler 


of our ſtores; my day of work is over 
| —loon, my children, you will aſſiſt in bear- 
| ing. me a uſeleſs burthen from the hive: f 
| thor: is the time I ſhall remain with you 
vet 1 would fain employ. it to your advan- 
rage; liſten therefore to the ſtory of my 
| life, that by learning to avoid my errors, 
vou may learn alſo to avoid my misfortunes, 
| The attention of the young Bees vas im- 
| mediately fixed, and they liſtened i in mourn- 


Go 5568 whillt the 5 aA rent Bee late 


t kr 195 mit, 


: 4 25 1 of: 


t 


$i <-> 


* 7 „„ * 
A E — 4 . - Cf 4 a — * - 
4 * g "I * . — : „ A 
. Men 
» N . : y 
* 3 E "a - 4 2 #7 | 4 
* 


Fur £12 6p. 4 PTY EE. f 
yy ſhall, begin (faid the old | Bee) from 
ak moment, in which, by a. violent effoxt | 
of my horns, I broke through the Wax "uy 
Which my mother had cloſed up the en- 
Wee of my native cell, and iſſued ie : 
e worde n n * was immediately ' 
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»In this place it may not be out of time to in- | 
form the young reader, that a Bee is produced from 
an egg ſomething larger than a ay blow. This 26 


— 


being hatched, a ſmall white maggot appears, which 
: is daily fed by the. old Bees, and continues to in- 
creaſe rapidly in "hae, About the fourteenth day 10 
ceaſes to eat, and then the old Bees incloſe it i 
its cell, by cloſe ſealing up the entrance | with «MY ; 
during the time it remains in this confinement, | 
it gradually throws off i its old Kin, and, from am ugly? 
| maggot, becomes a perfeR Bee, and at the time nüt 
nature has appoimed, which is obſerved to be about 
the ſeventh day, breaks from its conkneaient" * 
er in the * {Eno ES "6 
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1 THE 11 0 A BEE. 
ſurrounded by ſeveral Bees, among ich 


was my mother, 


from the affection he ſhewed me, to be my 
father. I was not miſtaken, I afterward 


being furniſhed with a ſting for his defence 
nor with proper implements for working, 


| The Drone, or humble Bee, generally thonght to 
be the male Bee: this inſect has no fling like the 


they do, nevertheleſs he is very uſcful to the ſwarm 
from his diligence in brooding over the eggs, and 
aſſiſting the females, or AY Bees, in feeding and 
taking care of their young: for theſe ſervices he is 


il for, a time kindly ä and permitted to have 
| his ſhare of the honey they bring home, but when | 


per. have no longer occaſion for him, they drive 
1 n fen tleveas a uſeleſs encumbrance, 


q os * \ 1 


—. 
fe | 
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and one larger and 
and more robuſt than the reft,*® whom I judged» 


underſtood that he was ſo, and that neither 


other Bees, and is incapable of gathering honey as 


£60 
his 


2 rn LISE: or v 2 x. 155 29 J 
his chief bulingſs was: 10 aſſiſt my; mother 
in the care of her offspring, which taſk be: 4 
had diligently performed by brooding. over 4 
me whilſt in the egg and afterward feeding... | 
me, whilſt my induſtrious mother was per.. 

ſuing her labours abroad. But to proceed : | | 
I had ſcarcely time to reflect upon what 1. f 
ſaw, before the Bees which accompanied my 4 
mother, began to aſhſt her in, a very minute f 
examination of my perſon, no part of me 
was neglected, my wings, my legs, my horns, 
underwent the ſtricteſt ſcrutiny, happily, Þ 
for me as yon will hereafter own, I: Þ 
had the good fortune: to pleaſe. | My pa- 
rents eſpecially eyed me ith tranſport, and Hg 
could ſee, thought me one of the moſt! vigo- ; 
rous and beſt formed Bees of the whole ſwarm,.; 
My mother having xefreſhed me with a few , 

deticious Urops from her own mouth, repair | 
ed to ber cell, at which I was  perſuadedy tom 5 J 
the numbers 1 ſoon ſaw. Wenne ng ards y 1 
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2 18 ms THE LIFE OF A BEE. 
it, and the conſultations held among them 
rhat buſineſs of importance was tranſacting. 
. 1 felt a great deſire to know what it was, 
and to ſatisfſy my curioſiiy, applied to 4 
Bee who was at work in the adjoining cell, 
from her 1 learnt, that two of my liſters 
had entered the world at the ſame moment 
I did, and that one of them ; being im- 
perſect, was condemned by the laws of 
the community to be expelled as a uſeleſs 1 
member.“ My neighbour added, that my 
unfortunate ſiſter being in. every reſpett per- 
fe excepting only that one of her four 
wings was ſhorter than the reſt, it required 
ſome conſideration to determine whether: or 
not this blemiſh would render her incapable 
of ſharing in the labours of her compa- 
nions. This, ſhe added, was ebe caufe of the 
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If a Bee is N any dete in bare 


found incapable of working, ſhe is immediately caſt * 
out of the hive by the ſean, — een Si; 


RE  - £62 confuliation 


HE 


runs LIFE or A pee: = 
eonfulatioh: I ſaw; I was no longer at 
a loſs to underſtand the e for which 
had undergone the examination which be- 
fore ſurprized me, and felt how much 
reaſon I had to rejoice, thats no unfortu- | 


nateblemiſh had rendered me ſubjett io his 
ſevere law. We ſoon found that ſentence 


had been paſſed upon my unfortunate litter, © 
who. was preſently ſeized by two of the 


community, and left. to Nenn Weed e 


entrance of the city? 3 4 1 

1 had not yet Aung to N FO v all | 
yſelf, $ but my mother, 
with unremitting tenderneſs, | ſupplied. me 4 


and provide for n 


with ſuch delicious nouriſhment,, that by f 
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13 . ofa ones at the mouth, as 2 bird does ber  youtlg ' 
XL be, till they dequine ſtrength to 1 abro 
bes" Loy EE T3: 
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| degree : 


0 Tar - LIFE or A BEE: 
degrees 1 acquired ſtrength, and ſoon began 


to entertain thqughts of ſeeing the world. 

N A feu hours, by encrealing my vi gour, | ens 
| creaſed my deſire af ranging: I became im- 
patient of an inaQivity, which I ſpurned as 5 
inglorious, and longed to ſtreich my wings 
beyond the confines of our city, and to riſe 
3 chem into a new element. 

The tender affiduity of my mother ap- 

60 impertinent, and I eonſidered my fitu- 
| ation the more irkſome, as 1 ſaw ſeveral Bees 
only a few days older than myſelf employed 
upon 'bubneſs, which I had the vanity to 
| . could perform equally as well, if 
not better: animated with theſe. aſpiring | 
1 "uw I reſolved, without loſs of time, | 


to venture into the great world. 
My mother, who perceived \ my deſign, in 7 


vain, repreſented to me the folly of . attempt. 
ing to riſe. upon my wings before 1 had 


: firength, endure the eee, flight, but * 
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_ LIFE or A In q 
1 F emonſtre ices' with co. 
tempt, and, 1 perfectly ſecure in —— 
ſtrength and judgment, Was proceedingaig-/| 
the confines of our eity, when my mother, 1 
diſtracted with the proſpe&t of the dangem id f ö 
which ſhe clearly ſaw my imprudente muſt 1 
involve me, in an agitation only 10, be fel 1 
and expreſſed by a mother alarmed-fon the : 
ſafety of her beloved offspting;. threw herſelf g 
before me, and ſtopped my progteſa. Ales 
my daughter,” ſaid. ſhe, Why will you! thus | 
hurty on to your certain deſſtuction? liſten, 1 1 

| beſeech you, to a mother. whom; age and, | 
experience has. rendered. wiſer than youtſelf , 
tba mother Who Has: nouriſhed, who. hae 
nen _ in . of . nce and 
At vo 10 es * dulce ar J 
wings with an air of pert ſelf-ſufficiency, hit 
gave my mother to. underſtand, how impro⸗ 1 
5 Fx l eee 4 
oF 5 99 2. 25 Magz 4 
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„% run Urs or BEE: 
Much as my headſtrong folly grieved ber 
me could not forbear ſmiling at my vanity · 
Alas! my dau ghter, ſaid ſhe, have you 
forgot that ſcarcely ſeven ſuns have ariſen 
ſince you were a wretched groveling worm, 
confined-to the limits of that cell in which 
FM depoſited the egg that produced you? 
At that time you were incumbered with a 
body, unadorned with' thoſe wings which 
you are now ſo proud of, nay, unfurniſhed 
wich legs to. bear you ſrom the cell in 
" which you firſt received your wretched 
| 3 exiſtence : alas! my child, had it not been 


= for the tenderneſs of that mother whoſe 


5 councils you deſpiſe, you had not lived 
to acquire the beauteous- form you now 


wear. Call to mind with what care Tnou- 


riſhed you. Remember how I laboured during 
fourteen ſuns to ſupply you with food; alas! 
1 not end here. Thee fatal. our 
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» 1 0 ox. 7 
arrives, when 1 muſt no longer bebold 4 
you. Tou loathed the food which yott Had. 
ſo often” ſucked from my mouth, a dead 
ly ſtupor ſeized vou. With what care theft 
did I provide for your ſafety, by encloſing: | 
you in the cell you have now fo impru- 1 
dently forſaken! how did T'labour'to Knee | 
the wax that no fatal breath might entet 1 
to impede your progreſs to à better tte 
how anxioufly did 1 expect the moment | 
when I ſhould ſee you break down the 
waxen barrier I had formed for your de- 
fence and appear in the perfect form you 4 
now bear, And will you, my. child, : by - 
obſtinately hurrying on to your deſtructiong 
render all theſe teils, all theſe attentions 
nee een * voy 5 * en ave. 
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= eee for. the; young . | 
venture abroad too, ſoon, ; Bring dere e to Axt IJ 
they fall dawn before the. hive, and not having 
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1 Arength to riſe again and recover bone, they un- : 5 
, dyoidably periſh, | D 3. Ms _Arengih 
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| Arengch to endure the fatigues, and wikiam: 
combat che dangers, you muſt meet when 
| emoyed from the. protection of a watchful 
= mother, at leaſt: wait. —It was with the ut- 
ot difficulty 1 had all chis time reſtrain- 
ed myſelf from interrupting a diſcourſe which 


ſeemed to me the more diſguſting, as it in- 
formed me I was indebted. for the advan- 
10 tages upon which I fo. much preſumed, 
wholly to the tenderneſs of my mother. 
This, however, though, it humbled my pride, | 
by ſhewing.me that J vas of leſs importance 
than 1 imagined, did not make ms. change 
. y reſolution, ſo impatient was, 1. tobe. 
upon the wing, and to ſhew my mother 
i that could now at leaſt do without her, then, 
without ſtaying to hear hat ſhe had fur- 
| ther to ſay, or profiting by hat ſhe had 
already urged, 1 abruptly left ber, and join. 
ing a party of young Bees, fluttered out of "A 
| my native city much 1 by all in 53 
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tihavieantsy and eſpecially by the elder Bees, 
ho e 1 "_ net and dilobe. 
LED dience. . 4 5% 2 4 

As 1 prided aylelk m ih upon my ie 
and reſolved to do nothing raſhly; before: 
I took wing I ſtopped to take a view of the 
ſurrounding proſpect, and to eee, 1 
which way 1 ſhould bend my. courſe, - The 
| feſt thing I did was to congratulate my ſelf 


on the agreeable change in my ſituation, for 
| the ſun, which ſhone extremely bright, dif. | 
fuſed ſuch pleaſing. warmth through: my * 
' whole frame, and gave me ſuch a flow a a 
| ſpirits, that I thought myſelf one of the 1 
bappieſt creatures in the world, and ridi: q 
culed the fears of my mother as vain und 
groundleſs. Truly, ſaid I, it muſt be very 
perilous in this delightful ſun-ſhine l and o 
reyel in the ſweets of theſe lovely - flowers 4 
that on every fide appear ſo inviting my m ; 
wer! is ſo fond of e bar e e F ir | 
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THE LIFE or A BEB., 


courage and penetration, I have been able 
deceived, continued I, ſtretehing my wings, 
Sf theſe fail me; and 1 think, ſaid I, ſwel- 


this wilderneſs of ſweets. —O, how delici- 


flight toward the inviting ſpot. But, alas! 


began to fail, and notwithſtanding che ef- 
fonts 1 made to ſupport myſelf, before 1 
Could reach the ſweets I already thought 


have kept me at home with the thou * 5 
et imaginary. dangers, but, thanks 10 a 


to fruſtrate her defign. I ſhall be much 


dence to avoid the dangers I ſhall meet in 


ous the odours from yon thyme bank k Why 


do I delay to enjoy them! faying this, 1 
fprung efated into the air, and bent my 


fearce was Ion my wing before my:ſtrength - 


my oun, I fell beadlong to the ground. - 
Whas a check to- my pride l In vain Len. 
| dravourtd/ to riſe. That lüdde Grength en 

bs. 5 muck. TI was! wholly 


exhauſted Is 


on this account was nothing to what 1 felt 


| fell. Here, at leaſt, I thought: I 2 
abide unobſerved, and in ſafety, till E hui, 
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Trax, LIFE or 4 ee 1 I 
; eee and I languiſhed i id fight of a A 
| thouſand ſweets, without the power of ens | 
joying one, but the mortification 1 ſuffered 2 


from. ſecing ſeveral young Bees, who: bad 
for the firſt time left the hive at the time | 


1 did, returning home laden with honey! - 
and wax, which they had collected from 


the ſurrounding flowers. - I was ready 10 : | 
burſt with envy, and was baſe enough toe 


think 1 ſhould have been 105. mille had 


they been leſs happy. w/e He mie wrolt dad > 
I again and again repeated my aten to 


riſe upon my wings, but to as little pur» a | 


poſe as before, and to conceal, my dif 


grace, was glad to welter myſelf behind '@ 9 


dock-leaf, which grew near the ſpot inhers- 3 


recover ſtrength to fly home, but, alas * * 
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Fu ire or A BEE. 
my limbs ſoon made me ſenſible . that la- 


lead of recovering firength, if 1 ſtaid long 


upon the ground, I muſt inevitably periſh 
wich cold. I now heartily. repented of my 
obſtinacy and diſobedience, and thought I 


ſhould atone for it with my life. A thouſand 


times did I wiſh I had been leſs headſtrong, 


and attended to the advice of my mother, and 
thoſe whom age and experience rendered wiſer 


than myſelf; but my repentance came too late, 


either, and that in my 'preſent deſperate 


I could only make vain reſolutions of future 


*fubmifſon, when it was probable I ſhould ne- 


ver ſee my mother or my native city more. 


One courſe only offered me the hope of 


fituation I was glad to purſue; my wings 
had already failed me, my legs therefore were 


he only conveyance left me; I reſolved to 


| anake uſe of theſe, and without, loſs of 
dime crawled from my retreat, and with as 
1 ugh * as I Was able to W 3 | 


Wor ; 


F * 
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5 numbed as I was with cold, and 
| Rarving with hunger, was making my way: 
toward home, when the delicious ſmell of 
ſome new honey drew me toward a hole, in 
which 1 judged there was a ſettlement of my 
own ſpecies, ſuch- a. diſcovery in my pre- 
ſent miſerable ſituation delighted me, andy, 
in little doubt of a favourable reception; 
was advancing. toward: the entrance of this. 
ſubterraneous city, for ſueb 1 rightly judged 
it was, when 1 perceived” one of the inhabis. 
tants iſſue forth; and advance toward me. 
His voice was ſo hoarſe and loud that it 
perfectly ſtunned me, and though his form 
in ſome meaſure reſembled che natives of] 
2 parent city, it was ſo giganüe that it 
| filled ine with conſternation and terror, I, 
_ would new Wy have made my retreats, | 
but che vorac a n. _ Uo 
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20 a THE LIFE or A BEE. 
ſeized. me in her claws, and roſe with me 
into the air. 1 had ſcarcely. time to re- 
W fleQ upon the horror of my ſituation, when 
huge creature, under whoſe extended 


wings thouſands of our race might have 
ſheltered, : flew toward us and ſeized : my 
cruel adverſary, who, no longer mindſul of 
her prey, let me fall, and was in her turn 
borne through the air by her powerful enemy. 
For ſome time I remained on the ground . 
more dead than alive, and when I ſufficiently | 
covered my recolleQion, to know that my 
| danger was over, I was under. great appre- 
| henfions leſt I. had loſt one of my wings 
by this accident. However, happily .for me, 
1 received no material demage from it, on 
ie. contrary, by luckily falling upon a bank 
thoroughly warmed, and expoſed to the ſun, ä 
1 acquired new. vigour to proceed on me 
Journey bomeward. What was my tranſ- 
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— when after all wy, toils. and d paſt d dan" L 


tigues and calamitics, wholly brought upon 
me by my own headftrong folly ; that muſt 


eils I had rejected with ſcorn, withous being 
able to add a grain to the public ſtores. Sm 
times my pride ſuggeſtec chat death was | 


too juſt reproaches of the community but 


by the calls of veceſſicy Þ drow fear com; 
ceiey, and myambit 
had not yet entinguiſsedz urging . * 
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TRE. 7 Tus kirr or 4 BUT. | wr 
rey; I arrived within fight of my onjivs; CY. 
bode: But alas! my joys were imbineret by | 
fel f. apbraidings, and the mortifying reflegs 4 
tion, that 1 returned overwhelmed with dif- : 
grace, and. ſinking. under the weight of fas. 


e for protection from thoſe- wh c 


preferable to ſuch diſgrace; and Þreſybvetl 
to periſh rather than expoſe” myſelfaithe.” 


the cravings of hunger, and the ſeveritjo of N 
cold, foon baniſhed: ſuch thougtnie; unge 


10 1; whicall:wmy calwiljes | 


enter it e e e, | 
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8% ru LIFE of A BER. 
did not wholly fail in my. attempt; and 


I roſe above the! ground; but i in; 


once more 


dead of pitching, as I deſigned, upon the 
W confines of my native city, I flew into a 


W fatal ſnare, which, to my coft, was ſpread 


14 g 


before the entrance. Inſtantiy perceived 
4 monſter, whoſe form ſcarcely filled me 
with more terror than aſtoniſhment, dart 
from a ſecret ambuſh 'and advance toward | 


W though ſhe Was ſcarcely. ſo big as myſel 5 
each of her jointed legs would, I am ſure, 
| nearly have meaſured the length of my 
hole body, and were armed with three 
horrid claws, the fight of which, made' me. 


tremble,* I exerted every effort to free my⸗- 


felf from the fatal ſnare into which 1 bad 
a: a time hen ** ee Foes ſe⸗ 
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me. She was without wings, but her head, 2 Is 
7 was en all ſides furniſhed. with eyes, andes 4 
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cure. bleme danger. 2911 I Araggled, brag my 
wings, and in my anguiſh uttered the moſh | 
doleful - cities. As my formidable enemy ra 
N pidly approached, my ſtruggles became more ö 
violent. Deſpair gave me ſtrength, and for. ö 
tune once more favoured me, at the mo- 
ment when her horrid fangs were extended 
to ſeize me, the net gave way, my adver- 
5 — farys retreated, - and I was once more . 
| andi at the entrance of my bome. 2124 
EI This laſt adventure ſo alp e e | 
my, ſtrengih, and damped my ſpirits, chat 
every ambitious 5 thought I might hjtherts 
have entertained ſeemed effeQually extin- 
13 guiſhed. 1 made the beſt of my way into 
F the- hive, and was glad to ſneak quietly: to 
| 7 my cell, where I. arrived without moleſta- 
: tion, and with a pleaſure equal, at leaſty, 
with all my mortification to thoſe Thad, a 
bew hours ee felt on leaving, 1 
1 7205 iin 504.1140 Jo woe Hh; dt; 
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My mother, who notwithſtanding my ill 
0 „ preſerved her former tenderneſs, 
W rcjoiced 40 ſee me, contrary to my expec- 
W cations, return in ſafety: 1 aſſured her of my 
ſincere repentance, and gave ber a minute 
detail of all that had befallen me. Great, 


my daughter, ſaid. he, as your. ſufferings 


have been, I have known few guided by 


w the ſame theadfirang folly e ſenpe 12 wells 


hurried on by the fame fatal impetuofitys 
ambitious of ſharing the glories of the day, 
before they had ſtrength to bear the fati gues 


a eee 


| the. cit. Mint Ann are you. 10 = 


vetum in ſafety, and doubly happy to e- 
ſcape a calamity equally dreadſul, which your 
| inexperience had nearly drawn upon you. I 
tremble even at the very recolle&ion of your 
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danger. What blind phrenzy, 10 deck are. 
[treat in the Svclling of our moſt. bitter ene - 


1 ITE LIE or 4 Bui. 
mee Alas! 1 child, *t ad yo entered. 
inevitable rnit muſt have followed, 
would inſtantly have been ſeized, a n 
bats life atoned for your imprudenee: 7 39 
1 told my mother that the ſmell of the. 
new honey led me to ſuppoſe 1 was near 
a ſettlement of my on ſpecies. Be care- | 
ful, ſaid my mother, of ſuch miſtakes: in-] 
future ; this wretched race, my ehild; con- 
tinued ſhe, bear indeed ſom refemblaner 
of ours; but, oh l how degenerate !+ like us 
fly abroad to collect honey: and with - 4 

out knowledge, or rfeveran pe 
0 work wich the ſame . 
in in the ſtile of der bund hgs: 


A: * The Horner's 8 01 8 
11 2 neſt, though not e of 1 
Fong 10 N curious than the ' hbney-comb* of- "this 

15 common Bee. The celle hat compols it it ad 
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a | THE lare or 4 Its. | 
| ready 45 plunder and ragine, yet 
courage 40 enter our cities, dba zand av en- 
| | SRgcmept with numbers, they. Bulk about 
our entrance, and, waichiog a convenient op- 
| Porwnigy', ſeize upon a langle inhabitant and 

L Aly avay with her in their claws, and tearing 
wi to pieces, feaſt upon her carcaſe ;* ſuch, 
my. daughter, would haye been your fata, Pl 
ur won 64 
verſary relieved FOR 3 fi. 54: van Ne 
be ſlight kn ovledge I had, you! acqui 


| ingot 4 r particulars. 2 
| The Wee gies honey as the common Bee P 
but of 5 inferior 3 x ———ů—ů Soil 
= * The Hornet is 2 eren enemy to FR common 
Bee, it is ſeid bey never ventufs to the live, 
Put ſeize upon a ſingle Bee, and deſtroy her, OY 
ib 5 in the tory. 4 71 G DIR 
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has crimes may ve not expect from a race. | 
Prone to idleneſs from the very egg. with 
bodies more robuſt and vigorous than ourt, 
cheir youth are indolent and Duggiſh,* ni no- 
thing but ſevere diſcipline from the elde 
of the ſociety vill force dem from iber 
vetreats to work, and neceſſity alone to cm 


Nuove -their labours; oY what n ke 
I their Goth and abominable indolerice; when 
1/3 every momisg after ſun-rifing, one 'of the 
i "moſt vigorous of the band is obliged be- 

N. to aſcend an eminence at the 20 


2. . 8 


#6 * 
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c * The Hornets are ſaal 
in their labours than the common Bee. Au aufer 


„ chat in 7 the fore: part of he Mews the young | 
| indolent, and unwilling to 
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88 2 THE TH or A BEE. HT 
of the city, and, by the chntinued clapping 
ot her wings, "awaken and ſummons the 
il young Drones to work. As I expreſſed my 
| joy on my timely | deliverance, my mother 
obſerved that I was even more fortunate than 
I imagined, ſince that monſtrous creature,F 
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D 
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which, by ſeizing my adverſary, had reliev- 
ed me from her gripe, was equally an ene- 
my to our ſpecies, and would with as little ; 
remorſe have devoured me. This was in- 
deed giving me a füller ſenſe of the dan- 
#1 ger I had eſcaped; and when 1 related my 
| ſt adventure at the entrance of the city, 
and deſcribed the creature who” had filled 
me with ſuch terror and ſurprize, ber re- 
ply made me Wiege ſtill more in my pre 
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1 This curious edel is chte in the ale. 7 
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r, your deſt, ation ria ent- 
than from this —_— of cruelty,* mho | 


daily ſpins out her bowels in ſnares for.on r 
undoing. "Thoſe | numerous eyes, my child, | 
which ſeem ſo much the object of your 
ſurprize, enable her inſtantly. 10 diſcoyer | 
der prey, in what. part. Joever of her fatal 
ſnare. dts, is caught, and. her, long. lender 
legs in the lone eee ſeize it; I tem. 
ble to relate the; | 


and, che helples vidims un gloſer | 
in he. ſnare, ks leiſure fucks: their blogd | 
1 4ill they expire in che moſt dreadful tortures 
1 and fill the air with heit ing groane. | 
| | The recolleQion_ of theſe my former dan- 


— eh Ned rae wc. 


gers made me content to remain quiet. in | 
my "habitation, ell my mother, and the | 
| elder Bees, mould think Y bad ſufficient | 

; frength to leave it with adrantagy. mate 


| 40 ow 11 FE OF A BEE. 
| the Ae OY my confinem 


| ent, 1 deve 
1 many lage lectures from the elders of our 
ZH _ community | upon induſtry, frugality, and ; 
other moral virtues, and inſtructions con- 
5 cerning the labours in which I was ſoon ex- 
petted to engage, and eſpecially upon the beſt 

| wanner of gathering and conveying home 7 
we vx; I vos alſo: permitted to pay my 
70 | . Court to our. Queeg“ who - lived generally 1 
retired in her palace at the upper part of | 
the (city ; My -ſtrength+ increaſed, ſo faſt, 
d in a few days 1 Was Judged! capable 
of flying abroad, and ſharing in the labours 

| [of my ann Once pe: therefore, : 
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Py In, every ſwarm there is one ; Tai | cally the 
| Queen-Bee, | which rules abſolute over all the reſt, 1 
who Pay an entire obedience to her. Many 1 7 b 
. Rances 'of the mutual attachment ſubſiſting between AF 
the | me related, bien 5 
"are e truly furprizing... WILEY 
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rug kirk or a l. 
baving bid farewel to my mother (whi ö 


89 


ventured from my preſent habi ics 
from being daunted by the: N Aion 


1 5 of thoſe dangers I had ſo lately experi- I 
} enced, I iſſued forth in the belt {piritsimay | 
ginable, and ſoared upon my wings, which -4 
I now found were capable of ſupporting me. 4 
Animated with the hope of atoning by my” dili- JF 
gence for my former diſ grace, 5 flew with ar- | 


; 9 dour from flower to flower, and; as the bukineſs, 


| 5 aſſigned me was to collett wax, attended wholly. 
to that care. f Sometimes rolling i in the ; flows | 
ers, I collected the yellow grains in che hairs, | 
of; my body; ſometimes I praQiiſed, the;nie-, 
: eee, me dy ourelderry andy, rc 


+31] PEE © 


. This curious account of 55 manner n i 
theſe little induſtrious creatures gather hb 
their Honey is borrowed from the Mea: de. 
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me much affectionate advice at panting 1 9 
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the ſcattered grains into little balls, aid 
nem one by one ar the cavity which 
opens at our hinder feet to receive them. At 
times I was interrupted in this work by the 
air, which would” bear away the grains, ov 
by the delicate texture of the flowers, 
which, often bending under my fert, would 


prevent me from packing up my burden: 
on theſe occaſions I was forced to ſeek out 


= 4 ſteady place, and, working the grams intos _. 
Fa mafs, wind them round my legs. When That oy 
| thus furniſhed” myſelf with as muck war as 
I Bad ſtrength to carry, T returned home 
with my burden: I vas met at the entrance 
of our abode by ſeveral” of my. fellow la- 
ters who affiſted me to unlade; and bore 
ihe wax I brought to the cells, where, 
others waited to kneed it, whilſt I returned 


to. the fields, to colleſt more. Sometimes, 
my taſk was changed from gathering. of wax 
to collecting of honey, which I . 
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THE, LIFE OF, A BEE, . 48 
depoſited into the public Magazine; and 1 
when. the weather would not permit us to 


purſue our work, I aſſiſted in bearing our 
dead from the city, and in clearing it f 
any filth which might accidently have de- 
filed it:“ in ſhort, I was ſo diligent, frugal, 
and attentive to the intereſts of the com- 
munity that I became a general favourite, MY 


and by my good behaviour entirely oblite- 
rated the remembrance of my follies. 45 
I had not purſued my labours long, when 
our city growing too confined for the great 
increaſe of its inhabitants, an order was 4 


iſſued by the elders, for all under a cer. | 


tain age to ſeek another ſettlement, 1 was a- 
Noa this number, and. whatever might. be 3 
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TH o Wen the 8 _— not permit them to 4 


rr 


collect honey, the Bees regularly perform this work. 4 
of clearing their hive of dead Bees, &c, 


Thy, + 114 5 lies 41 1 


+ When, the number of th c Bees increaſe, ſo that 
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is not ſufficient room in the hive ws con 


| 44 THE LIFE OF A BEE. 
the pain I felt in the thought of quitting 
the hive in which I had firſt received my 
exiſtence, like the reſt, I was obliged to 
| __ to this necefſary though ſevere de- 
At a ſignal given, we departed from 
our ancient habitation, headed by one of the 
5 royal offspring, to whom we {wore allegi- £1 
t is ſearcely pollible, my chil- 
dren, to give you an idea of our lovely 
en, whoſe beauty ſo entirely ſurpaſſed. 
that'of her ſubjects.“ Her whole form de- 
noted that ſhe was born to command; and 
„„ e,, Te. the 


thew, 00 —.— that. is to he a | part of them 
are diſmiſſed by the old Bees to ſeck another ha- 
bitation, the young ſwarm, however, never depart 
without a Queen, nor is there ever more than one 


promoted, at a time in the ſame hive. 
* The Queen- Bee differs from the others in. 


haps and colour, her body is longer and her back 


2 25 a bright black, underneath ſhe is of a clear beau - 
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| THE LITE or A BEE. 43 
the virtues ſhe diſcovered proved that ſhe 
was ſo, being juſt, temperate, and affe&tionate 
to her people, and ber commands ever. tend- J 
ing to the good of the community. But 


to proceed. Under the auſpicies of our new. 
Queen, we ſoon overcame the regret we felt on | 
leaving our ancient city, and carefully ſur- 
roundingher leſt miſchief ſhould befall her o 
the way, cheerfully took our flight. The wings 
of our Queen being too ſhort to weather a 
long j journey, ſhe pitched upon the branch of | 
. tree at a little diſtance from the place ve 
had left,“ where ſhe remained, attended by E 
numerous e each 3 to ſacrifice life i in 


”"S a % | | {i . 5 Ez) » ed | 
3 EW. - . EOF * 3 # 2 | RE STE 2 5 18 


8 * | | „„ mY Fo 3 
abe! yellow, as are all her "ts whereas the legs 


of the common Bee and Drones a are black, md theig | 
bodies of a duſky brown. ea 3 Wriouat, 
„ The Queen is always ſurrounded by a number 
of Bees, who will rather loſe their lives than deſert 
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her defence, while different parties were diſ- 
patched to rggonnoitre the ſurrounding parts, 
and fix upon a proper place to lay the 
| foundation of our new city. I was in one 
of thoſe detachments, and having diſcover- 
ed a hollow tree, a part of which I thought 
would be an advantageous fituation, flew 
wih the intelligence to our Queen, who, 
attended by her faithful commons, bent 
her flight to the place, and having ſig- 
WI nificd” ber! royal approbation, we immedi- 
ey took poſſeſſion and fell to work, while 
eur Queen, ſurrounded by her proper guards, 
retreated” to à place of ſafety and furveyed 
us at a diſtance. Our firſt objeQt was 10 
clear away the filth and rubbiſh, a labouri- 


| ous | taſk, which, however, we performed 


with all poſſible expedition. Then, as we 
could 
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Ihe following very curious account of the 


manner in which thele ſurprizing little creatures pro- 


ceed 
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' could not hope to ſucceed in our work with · 
out regularity, ve divided our number into 


four diſtinct bands, to cach of which we 


alligned a different employment. The firſt | 
band, was ordered to the fields to colle& AY 


wax and glew the materials for the building: ; 


materials, and form them into a rough(ſketeh 
of the dimenſions and partitions of the cells, 

a very laborious. work, it being neceſſary px 
to level and extend the wax as well as to 5 
adjuſt and cut it with the jelly; the works 


. ˙ we pally end -geitad 


what was but roughly ſketched by the ſecond/; 


and the fourth band was deputed to bring 5 


proviſions to the labourers who could not 
leave their work, their attendanee was wholly 
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et in ine work of milking the kdney:comk” ig 
almoſt literally (givers by the ingenious author or 
la: Spectacle de la Nature. | 
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confined. to the third band; as no diſtri- 
bution of food was allowed to the other 
two: for as to the firſt their office calling 
them to the fields, it was ſuppoſed they 


would not forget themſelves, and though the 


buſineſs of the ſecond, whoſe office was tao 
ſketch out the dimenſions of the. cells, was 
laborious, their work was ſoon over, and 

then they might go and recreate themſelves 
is che fields. But it was different wich thoſe 
who perfefted the work, and never left it 
du finiſhed ; the length of time they were 
employed made frequent refreſhments neceſ- 1 
ſary: the buſineſs of the fourth band there- 1 1 
fore was wholly to work upon theſe, and when 


= the labourer ſignified his inclination to eat, by 


letting down his trunk, to ſupply: him with a 
few drops of honey. But I am tedious, _ 
80 indefatigable was each jn the labours 


aligned Rim, that before. * euro. ae he 
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next riſing ſun the work was completed, a 5 4 
a, ſtruQure raiſed capable of; wing, f 
ing our whole nation, which conſiſted of, 
three thouſand;* I. muſt not omit. to. tell | 
you that we were not negligent - in erect- 
ing a noble and commodious palacęt o Y ö 
the reception of our ſovereign in the upper 4 
part of the city, to which we conducted 
her amidſt the repeated acclamations of hwy | 
duteous: ſubjefts,; and with all the honeurs 
that were ſo, juſtly., her due. From dh 
day we purſued: our labours as uſual, and, 
lived in the higheſt ſtate of harmony and 
peace, mutually contri buting to the neceſ- 5 
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n is ; affirmed, Ata 1 little induſtrious. crea- 


tures will complete a honey- comb, capabie GPtecel: 4 
ing three thouſand Bees, in the ſpace of one day. d 
f In every comb there is one large round cell, 
bolt apart from u Yam, i for the” n of the 
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5 lx THE won” or 4 BEE. 
ities of each other, and daily returning | 
from the fields laden -with delicious ſweets, 
Which we faithfully depoſited. in the public 
Magazines for the mutual benefit of the 
whole. In a little time our treafuries over- 
flowed, and the daily increafe of our in- 
habitants, ſoon rendered us a colony e- 
; qually rich and powerful as the one we had 
left; | nay, in time the ſtrufture we had 
built became too confined. for the increaſe' 
of our numbers, and we in our turn were 
_ obliged te fend out large detachments un- 
der the condudt of the royal iffue, to find 
other ſettlements, as we had been fore- 
ed before them. But, alas! our tranqui- 


ty was not of very long duration; not 
| far from us was a ſubterraneous city, inha- 
bited 45 a nation, · deſtructive te our race. 
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8 A 2 of Wake.” They build a very 


curious habitation in the earth, the matirials Tor which 
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. One, of theſe. rapacious plunderers bad for 
ſome time been obſerved to ſkulk about | 
the entrance of our eity, and at laſt attempt is 
{ſlide in with two or three TO who en 
ed laden from the fields: * e ee 
She was immediately ſeized by the guardy IJ 
but though one of the moſt vi igorous and | 4 
experienced among us, and aſſi ſted by the | | 
ö other Bees, ſuch as the ſuperior ſtrength and 
1 E agility of our enemy, chat he made his eſcape 
1 without recelying, the puniſf ment due 10 his 
intended crime; this event, ho weyver, zwakr f 
ing ihe eulhie aer of dhe whole ſwarm, he, | 
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are a- fort of thick, glew and. ſhreds, of, wood, a 
; they colleR from the lames of windows, 4. and 
form i into a p20 of paſte, "Theſe creatures are "gfeat 4 
enemies” to Bees. The following 1 x true ace" - 
count of. 810 manner in which wr Waſps” attack 
the Rees. bem oi a0£ ier . 0 
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guard: àt the porch was immediately dou- 
bled, but no fecond attempt being made, 


Y 


prepare for our defence with the ſame eau. 


tion: alas! this ſecurity was our bane; when 
ve leaſt expected it our enemy returned with 
others, who before a reinforcement could” 
be ſent to defend the ; entrance 5 puſhed | by ; 
the guard, who, with ſeveral more, loſt her 
life in oppoüng them, and bore off a confi 
detable booty from our ſtores! I need not 
tell yu; that after this we kept ourſelves in 


their former ſucceſs, and more eager for 
Having talted the ſweets that they had carried 


A off, returned and made the attack in ſuch. 
8 bers, that. every attempt, we made to 


oppoſe them proved ine ffectual; in ſpite 


of all reſiſtance | they made their way 
BL „„ into. | 


* af 


- ebhitiqiial readiniefs for an attack; but; alas! | 
it wag too late. Our enemies, fluſhed with . 


Fut Tirz or 1 BEE 53 7 
into the bive, killing fame: and wounding o- | 
| thers, broke open our ſtares, and not only; 
glutted themſel ves with the ſweets, but oven | 
feaſted upon the bodies af the flain. Theſe 
invaſions, after a time ceaſed, our mercileſs 
enemies no more returned to attack us: 
from what. cauſe their, forhearaneo pro 
ed we could never determine, hut it in pro 
bable ſome misfortune happened 30 the whole 
ſwarm. Lou will ſuppoſe, my Schilden, cn 
tinued the Parent Ree, that our misfortune 
ended here, and that diligenee and indu LEY 
Y this was but the beginviog of aur ſorrows 
| 4 we had ſtill greater evils to encounter from 
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our own ſpecies. It was- now the ſeaſon 


when flovers beginning t o — bene 
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guard at the porch was immediately dou- 


bled, but no fecond attempt being made, 
in time: e grew negligent; and ceaſed to 
Prepare for our defence wi th the ſame cau- 
tion: alas! this ſecurity was our bane ; when 
we leaſt expected it our enemy returned with 
others, who before a reinforcement could” 
be ſent to defend the entrance, puſhed by 


eee they with ſeveral / more, Joſt hey 


aetable a0 From our ores: I need not 
tell you; that after this we kept ourſelves in 
| Ghtinuat readineſs for an attack; but; alas! 
it it way t too late. Our enemies, fluſhed with . 
their former ſucceſs, and more eager for 
Having taſted the ſweets that they had carried 


off, returned and made the attack in ſuch 


. numbers, that. every attempt, we wade to 


oppoſe them proved ine ffectual; in ſpite 
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into the biue, killing ſaome and wounding a 1 
thers,, broke. open our ſtares, and not only; 
glutted themſelves. with the ſweets, but even 
ſfeaſted upon the bodies af the. lain; Theſe 
invaſions. after a time ceaſed, our mercileſs. 
enemies no more returned to attack us 
from what cauſe their forhearanes proceeds, 
ed we could never determine, hut it id pr 
bable ſome misfortune happened 3c che hole 
tinued the Parent Bee, zhat our misfortuns 
ended here, and that diligence and , induſtry 
would foon have tepaired- our lolſes;, alas] 
| this was but the beginviog of aur ſorrows 
Ve had ſtill greater evils to encounter from 


. 


our own ſpecies. It was- now the ſeaſon | 


hen flowers beginning to diſappear? leſs 
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* In the _ before the Ades ie t blown, | 
or WP autumn when they are * gone off, the. Bees | 
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honey was to be gathered than formerly; 
| It Was not unuſual f for Aa working Bee. Pp after | 


being on the wing for a whole day, to return 
home unladen. A Bee that inhabited a ſetile- 


ment at ſome diſtance from ours was in the 


ſame predicament, when ſhe was unfortunately | 


proceeded from the repoſitories, our rapa- 


eious enemies the Waſps, though cloſely -ſeal- | 


: ed, had broke open. Rendered def perate-by 


neceſſity, ſhe” immediately bent her flight to 


dur city, by ſtratagem entered it, and, un- 


obſerved, bore off a conſiderable booty. | 


Her ſucceſs animated the reſt to follow her 
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* at A, loſs for honey, endeavour! to Real from 


FF 


other Borke, and- on theſe © occaſions Cork "Goren 


wars often enſue between the contending parties, that 


the ground before the hive- is _ ſtrewed with : 
| ron and Tang Bees. | N : 0 
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by a large body of our unprincipled neigh⸗ 
bours. We immediately prepared for battle, 


and engaged them with ſuch fury, that they, - ; 
were obliged to retreat with the loſs: of 


many of their braveſt warriors. This ill 


ſucceſs did not however deter them from 3 


purſuing their enterprize; animated with the 
hope'of obtaining-poſſeſſion of the delicious 


{ booty which had firſt inſtigated them to theſe. 


hoſtile. proceedings, that oppoſition. they 
met. ſeemed! but to in flame them the more; 


a few, days after they returned vith freſh. 


reinforcements, and attacked us with rene y- 
ed vigour: they beſieged our dwelling with 


the greateſt fury on every fide ;: while ſome 


. attacked the entrance, others with the moſt 
determined reſolution, endeavoured to force 


their way through the very roof. We in the 


mean while with equal fury in de- 
12 5 . = fence _ 


example, and the next day we were attacked 


"— 
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fence of our liberties and property, but more 
eſpecially of our beloved Queen, whoſe ſafety, | 
vas more dear to each of her loyal commoners 
than freedom, property, or even life itſelf. < 
It is impoſſible, - my children, unleſs you 
had been preſent, that vou ſhould entertain 
a juſt idea of the horrors of that fatal en- 
gagement; we attacked the enemy both 
within and without the walls of the city; 
and ſuch fury animated each party, that in a 
ſhort time the ground vas covered pro- 75 
miſcuouſſy with the flain both of the victors 
and the vanquiſhed. Could valour, or the 
juſtice of our cauſe have prevailed againſt 
numbers, we had certainly gained the day 3 
but the large detachments which repeatedly! 
aten reinforce the enemy, rendered 
our reſiſtance vain. Still, however, we de 1 
fended gur cauſe with the fame: ſpirit a 
in che firſt . "_ wich . _ nm. 
. 1 
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ber of our trobps that remained, continue 1 
to oppoſe a multitude of the enemy. Thus 4 
far;, my. children, 1 can aſſure you from .the 
knowledge | of myſelf, and thoſe loyal and 
brave warriors at whoſe fide 1 fought, that 
this unequal combat would. have laſted til! 
we had all been ſtretched among the Naing 1 
had not a fatal event occurred to damp our 
ardour, and. rendered us an eaſy, prey 10 2 
the enemy. This Was no other than the 5 
loſs of our beloved Queen, whoſe, preſerva: 
lion alone induced us 10 cot an 
gagement upon terms ſo unequal; that all 
hope of viftory ſeemed vain and extravagant. 
Fluſhed with ſucceſs, -and-ſecure'in the ſupe- 
riotity of their numbers, | our imperious 
conquerors mocking all vppoſit tion, broke 
2 through the. guards who ſurrounded our 5 
1 | | unfortunate Queen, and defended her life, 
| f | with the loſs. of r oun, and violently 
1 | | dragging 
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0 agging ber from the palace, while * "I 
YPthe nicrcileſs' aſſailadts held; another Try- 
elly pierced her to the heart® before thoſe 
of her loyal fubje kts, who were encounter- 
ing another detachment of the enemy, could 
arrive to ſacrifce ag Hves in. ber de- 
r. 8 e 
The fate of our royal miſtreſs was no ſooner 
known, than univerſal grief and conſterna- : 
| tion prevailed throughout the army. That 
noble fury which had. before raged in the 
dreag ma each t Indiividuat mand animated alta 
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An author, who. has. Aavrote: bend: upon 
Bees, obſerves, their chief inſtrument of war is 


* their tail, and called their King, with their fangs . ; ö 
5 they lay bold of robbers which come to ſteal their 1 ; 


| honey, while another « comes and plerces her bowels 
with her ſpear, or Hing, which always carries death” 
Wherever it comes atnong their own kind.“. | 
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whom alone they deſended it was nd more. 
* Much, however, as we grievec ſor the 
1 loſs of our Queen, our preſent deſperate ſi- 
1 e claimed. _ a ee in our OY 


1 Ls, pars As 1 beten eee A 1 
FJ Hitle honey to be gathered from the fields, | 
and the materials for building of cells to 
ſtore it in were equally ſcarce. But, ho. 


ever great the horrors of approaching fa- 


out a leader, from whence ve appreben 8 | 


1 | Anarchy and confuſion might riſe among u 


vas equally..dreadfyl, . What was to be done 5 
4 6 me be bor immediate redreſs. 
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to the combat, ſeemed now extin&: n 3 

farther oppoſition, was made 10 the enemy 
who, while we be wailed our ſovereizu, and 
paid the laſt duty to ber honoured: remains, 
unmoleſted plundered our city, Which no. 4 
one thought worth. deſending, fince the. for 
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. : expedient only offered, and elt pre⸗ 
ſervation made us readily adopt it. We 
| Judged from our own politics thit our leader 
being flain, and no other Oppof tion mes 
our conquerors would readily” admit us into 
their government as profitable members, 
whoſe labours would render ihem à more 
rich and powerful nation. This umon ſeemed 5 
| the only means left to pre ſerve us from abſo 
lute ruin; unleſs we had followed the example 
too often, I bluſhito' ſay, fer by our brethren, 
in ſuch caſes of neceſſity, of beſieging other 
colonies,” anc enriching ourſelves at their 
expence. Cur proſe rred ſervices, as we 
conjectured, vere joyfully accepted, ve 
united our intereſts with thoſe of our con- 
querors, and acknowledged the victorious 
| . our true and won "fovereign. | 
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Sim this moment our former animoſities, 
were on each ſide forgotten. We aſſiſted 
in breaking open our ſtores, and loading 
ourſelves with the treaſures abey contained, 
took wing with our new allies. Sat, 
We preſently alighted at the fade 
which was in future to be our new abode, 
and each Bee having tranſmitted the con- 
tents of her honey-bag into the public ſtores, 
returned for a freſh ſupply, which ſhe depoſit- © 
ed as before. This work was: ana for 
| | ſome days, till our old habitation was en- 
|  tirely cloſed. Alas, how vain were our. tolls! 
\ ſcarcely were they ended, before all our 


mies with. great. ary, but the i is no 4 44 4 x 


they become one family with the robbing Bees, ad | 
S aſſt in carrying "away the honey from their old 2 


| ation; to 288 ſettlement of their N 
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1 THE LIFE: OF--A BEE. | 
Houtiſhing colony was in ruins. One aread- | 
ful night, the horrors! of which-is ſtill pre- 
ſent te my imagination, I ſuddenly awoke, 
1 and, with inconceivable terror and amaze- - 
ment, perceived that our city was borne from 
the place where it Rood. The motion con- 
dinued, and 1 attempted to awaken my fel- 
lo citizens; but they were ſo deeply bu- 
ried in ſleep, I had only time to rouſe them 
1 with whom I ruſhed forth at the entrance 
to to ſee whether danger was at hand. How 
did our terror incfeaſe on perceiving that 
we 'were at the brink of a pit, from whence 
a blue flame aroſe, accompanied with a 
ſmoke, the ſtench of which nearly depriv- 
| ed myſelt and three companions of eſcap- 


ing the threatened danger. | 01 my children, | 
how ſhall 1 deſcribe the terror that ſeized 2 


us, when almoſt at the ſame inſtant, we. peng 1 
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over the mouth of this fatal pit: not ons 
1 of the ſlumbering unſuſpecting inhabitants 
| | eſcaped; alas! young and old, noble and 
Ignoble, were involved i in one common ruin. 

As for me, I ' beheld the dreadful ſcene 
transfixed with horror, and ſhould have | 
given myſelf up to the moſt fatal deſpair, 
had it not been for my three companions; 
who eſcaped with me, and who, notwith- 
| ſtſtanding 


To gain poſſeſſion of the honey, it was for- 
merly thought neceſſary to deſtroy the little induſ- 
trious makers of it; and the method of doing this, 
was, by placing the hive, ſtopped on every fide, 
over a hole dug in the earth, in which lighted rag 
dipped in brimſtone were put, the flames from which 
ſuffocated the Bees. This cruel ceremony was per- 
formed in the evening when the Bees were quiet 2 
in the hive, and is what the Bees, in the ſtory, are 


ſuppoſed . 
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ſtandiag their own grief, generouſly endea ; 
voured to ſoften mine, which was the more 
poignant, as four of my offspring who had 
not many days left the egg, were involved 
in the general ruin. Lamentations were, 
however, of no avail, we left the ſpot where 
the fatal cataſtrophe had happened, and took 
our flight to the ſettlement, where I once 
more became ſubject to a new ſovereign. c 


e 


8 WS II 2 Ld 3 88 


"2x6 


hear that a method has, within theſe few years, been 


diſcovered, of taking the honey without deſtroying 
the Bees, which, it is to be hoped, renders this 
method leſs frequently praftiſed. | 

* The Bees readily receive any addition to . 
numbers, provided they come without their Queen- 
Bee, having by natural inſtinét, ſays our Author, 
Who has written copiouſly upon the ſubje&, that the 
gleater their numbers are, the better they are able 


to * for and defend themſelves, 
Mr. Warnes. 
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1 EITE OF A BEE. 
AM that time the inhabitants were in the ut: 
moſt conſternation and perplexity. A huge | 
creature, - whoſe like had never been ſeen 
within the confines of the city,” had made 
his way into it, and filled every individual 
with conſternation. It was not, indeed; 
formed to excite terror, for à large ſhell] 
which encumbered its back, and which 
was judged to be the habitation of this ex- 
traordinary creature, . as it was. obſerved; 
when attacked, he attempted / to retreat into 
it, rendered him too unwieldy for warlike ex- 
| ploits. This ſupprifing creature, which one F | 


of the inhabitants, more knowing than the 
reſt, pronounced to be a ſnail, was attack 
ed at the entrance by, the guard and wound- 


ed. But whether the pain he felt deprived 


him of recollection, or that it was not ſuf. a 
ficient to quell his preſumption, but inſtead | 
of retreating, he made his way into the 3 


vey midſt of the city. The inhabitants, in- f 
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4 66 "THE LIFE or A BEE» 
| cenſed at this boldneſs, and judging that he 
came on ſome hoſtile or villainous deſign, im- 
mediately fell upon the unfortunate creature, 
who expired pierced with a thouſand wounds. 
The. next care was to convey the carcaſe out 
of the city, and ſeveral vigorous Bees engaged 
in this buſineſs ; but alas ! they ſoon found 
it leſs eaſy than they, at firſt, imagined ; 
in vain they exerted, their whole ſtrength, 
aſſiſted by the moſt vigorous of their 
comrades; a thick gum, which iſſued from 
3 the body of this extraordinary creature, 
when living, faſtened him, now dead, 
to the place where he expired, and ren- 
dered all efforts to remove the carcaſe in- 
effeQual. Nothing leſs than the moſt fatal 
- conſequences could be expected from this 
| Ae In time the carcaſe of this mon- 
ſtrous creature would putrify, and beſide 


b infeQing t the hive, by the noxious fumes | 
 arifing. 
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ariſing from it, worms would be engendered 
in the corruption, which having devoured the 
ſnail, would aſcend into the apartments. of 
the young Bees and attack them. 
Matters were in this ſtate when I arrived 
3 with my comrades. at this ſettlement. The 
N whole nation was in alarm, and every mo- 
1 ther was diſtracted for the ſafety of herr 
young family. Various attempts had been 


made to remove the carcaſe, with the ſame 


nin ſucceſs as before, and the moſt experi- 
enced ſages had not yet been able to ſug- 
4 geſt a remedy. in a caſe ſo truly deſpe - 
rate: I know not how i it was, that I had more, 
preſence of mind than the reſt, but it was 
fo, I thought of an expedient which ef- 
fectually remedied the threatened evil. Per- | 


haps, wy children, you ſuppoſe that I in- 


vented ſome wonderful machine, by the help 
of which the carcaſe was ne but be 
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68 1 THE LITE or A DEE. 
not deceived, my expedient was by far more 


ſimple. I adviſed that the carcaſe ſhould 


| Inſtantly be incruſted ſo cloſely. on every 
ſide with the thick. glew we uſe in ereQing 
our dwellings, that no 5 could enter 
to lay her eggs, nor any malignant fumes 
Try through the pores. | 
This expedient was approved, and the 
whole community ſet to work with ſuch 
8 ſpirits, that in a ſhort time the buſineſs 
was completed, and inſtead of the noxt- 
ous creature which had filled every indivi- 
dual with ſuch alam, nothing was now to 
to be ſeen but a huge mountain of glew, 


which we could walk over without mo- 
leſtation.* * 
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e The whole of this adventure of the. Taail, and 5 


N 


the ingenuity of the Bees in getting rid of the car- 
caſe, is related by the Abbe le Plunk, in his Nature 
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THE LIFE OF A BEE. ; 
This fimple expedient, as it effeftually 
3 the conſequence ſo much dread- q 
ed, gained me ſuch applauſe that 1 was ſoon. | 
exalted to the higheſt honours, that is to 1 
ſay, I was enrolled among the elders of the 
nation. Since that time, my children, 1 
have lived in eaſe and plenty, ſurrounded 5 
by innumerable fibers and undiſturbed. by 

thoſe misfortunes which formerly mterrupt- 
ed my "repoſe ; and believe me, my chil- 


8 dren, in theſe by laſt moments, it is no 


ſmall comfort to reflect, that I have not 
| | been ungrateful for the advantages I have 
: enjoyed, nor an unprofitable member of ; 
'the community. I have never ſhrunk from 
danger when our liberties or the rights 4 
our honoured ſovereign were at ſtake, nor 5 
have 1 ever returned unladen when honey A 
Or wax was to be gathered; but my pains, 


continued the dying Bee, een, oe; me 


0 HR 'LIFE or A BEE. 8 5 
8 baſten to a conclufion. Still might I 3 | 
| taſted the bleſſings I have enjoyed under 
chis peaceful government, had I been guided 
. by prudence, and not yielded to fatal impe- 
ftuoſity. Know, my children, that among” 

the enemies to whoſe attacks our race are 


mmm ( 
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conſtantly expoſed, is one more daring than | 
| the reft,® who frequently builds her habitation 
1 upon the very confines of our dominions, 
IP plunders our dwelling, and even feeds upon 

our defenceleſs offspring, it was my misfor- 
tune to fee one of theſe ereatures enter 
and attack our ſtores; inflamed with indig- 
& nation, I ſprung forward to revenge the in- 
E jury, and raſhly darted forth my ſting with 
F ſuch violence, that I left it in the body of 
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| * The mouſe, particularly deſtructive to Bees. 
E This animal builds its neſt in the crown of an vey 5 
. | and breaking through the comb, feeds upon the 
3 Ay ney. and young, on OT tg ON 1 
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my enemy, and with it my life.“ From my I» 


| fatal end, my children, learn to make your E 


3 attacks with prudence, and to moderate 3 : 


your paſſions, leſt, like me, you are your- 2A 4 


| ſelves involved i in the ruin | you have pre- 


5 pared for your enemy. 


i Toward the latter 1 of the diſcourley 
the Bee was obſerved to faulter, and baving.. 
| with difficulty concluded it, ſhe ſunk down 
ahd expired, lamented, not only by her 
children, but the whole community. 


8 after ſhe has loſt her * as her bowels are at- k - 
|| tached to it. | - i 


W 
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A Bee, it is ſaid, ſeldom lives above an hour = 
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